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term, one Justin succeeded him.    The Christians were much afflicted at

this change; for Bassus often yielded to reason, his wife having for some

time worshipped the true God herself:   but Justin was a violent man.

Zoilus, the magistrate of the city, brought Philip before him, who declared

to the saint the emperor's order, and pressed him to sacrifice.    Philip

answered, " I am a Christian, and cannot do what you require.    Your

commission is to punish our refusal, not to force our compliance."   Justin

said, " You know not the torments which shall be your portion."   Philip

replied, " You may torment, but will not conquer me;   no power can

induce me to sacrifice."    Justin told him he should be dragged by the

feet through the streets of the city, and if he survived that punishment

should  be thrown into  prison again to  suffer new torments.     Philip

answered, " God grant it may be so."   Justin commanded the soldiers to

tie his feet and drag him along.   They dashed him against so many stones

that he was torn and bruised all over his body.   The Christians carried him

in their arms when he was brought back to his dungeon.    The enraged

idolaters had long been in quest of Severus, the priest, who had hid himself

when inspired by the Holy Ghost; he at length surrendered himself, and

was carried before the governor and committed to prison.   Hermes was

likewise steady in his examination before Justin, and was treated in the

same manner.    The three martyrs were kept imprisoned in a bad air

seven months, and then removed to Adrianople, where they were confined

in a private country house till the arrival of the governor.   The next day,

holding his court at the Thermae, he caused Philip to be brought before

him and to be beaten with rods till his bowels appeared bare.   His courage

astonished the executioners and Justin himself, who remanded him to

prison,   Hermes was next examined, and to him all the officers of the court

were favourable, because having been formerly decurio or chief magistrate

of the city of Heraclea, he had obliged them all on several* occasions, though

he declared in his examinations that he had been a Christian from his cradle.

He persisted in this profession, and was sent back to prison, where the holy

martyrs joyfully gave thanks to Jesus Christ for this beginning of their

victory.   Philip, though of a weak and delicate constitution, did not feel

the least inconvenience.    Three days after this Justin caused them to be

brought again before his tribunal, and having in vain pressed Philip to

obey the emperors, said to Hermes, " If the approach of death makes this

man think life not worth preserving, do not you be insensible to its blessings,

and offer sacrifice.''   Hermes replied by showing the blindness and absurdity

of idolatry; so that Justin, being enraged, cried out, " Thou speakest as if

thou wouldst fain make me a Christian."   Having then advised with his

assessor and others, he pronounced sentence in these terms:  " We order

that Philip and Hermes who, despising the commands of the emperor,

have rendered themselves unworthy of the name of Romans, be burned,